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PROPITIATION OF WILD ANIMALS

CHAP,

The sinew

thrown
away by
some
American
Indians.

at Elis down to historical times,1 The story that one of the
members of the mangled Osiris was eaten by fish, and that,
when Isis collected his scattered limbs, she replaced the
missing member with one of wood,2 may perhaps belong to
the same circle of beliefs.

There is a certain rule observed by savage hunters and
fishers which, enigmatical  at first  sight, may  possibly be
cut out and explained by this savage belief in resurrection.    A traveller
in America in the early part of the nineteenth century was
told by a half-breed Choctaw that the Indians "had an obscure
story, somewhat resembling that of Jacob wrestling with an.
angel; and that the full-blooded Indians always separate the
sinew which shrank, and that it is never seen in the venison ex-
posed for sale; he did not know what they did with it.    His
elder brother, whom I afterwards met, told me that they eat it
as a rarity ; but I have also heard, though on less respectable
authority, that they refrain from it, like the ancient Jews.
A gentleman, who had lived on the Indian frontier, or in the
nation, for ten or fifteen years, told  me that he had often
been surprised that the Indians always detached this sinew ;
but it had never occurred to him to inquire the reason." s
James Adair, who knew the Indians of the South-Eastern
States intimately, and whose absurd theories appear not to
have distorted his view of the facts, observes that " when in
the woods, the Indians cut a small piece out of the lower
part of the thighs of the deer they kill, lengthways and pretty
deep.    Among the great number of venison-hams they bring
to our trading-houses, I do not remember to have observed
one without it. ... And I have been assured by a gentle-
man  of character,   who   is   now   an   inhabitant  of  South
Carolina,  and   well   acquainted   with   the  customs  of the
northern Indians, that they also cut a piece out of the thigh
of every deer they kill, and throw it away;  and reckon it
such a dangerous pollution to eat it as to occasion sickness
and other misfortunes of sundry kinds, especially by spoiling
their guns from shooting with proper force and direction."4

1 Pliny, Nat. Hist, xxviii. 34,
3 Plutarch, Isis et Osiris, 18.    This
is one of the sacred stories which the
pious Herodotus (ii. 48) concealed and
the pious Plutarch divulged.

3  Adam    Hodgson,    Letters  from
North America (London, 1824), i. 244,

4  J. Adair, History of the American
Indians (London, 1775), pp.   137 S4-
This   writer,   animated  by  a  curious